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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION OF
CHINESE CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF FORT WAYNE, INC.

(Revised and adopted 2/9/25)

ARTICLE I. NAME

Chinese Christian Church of Fort Wayne, Inc.

ARTICLE II. PURPOSE

Section 1

Chinese Christian Church of Fort Wayne, Inc. (the “Church”) is a part of the Body
of Christ and follows the teachings of Lord Jesus as its mission. Based on the
Holy Bible which was revealed by God, the Purpose of the Church is to fulfill the
Great Commission by expanding God’s Kingdom and manifesting God’s glory in
the areas of worship service, fellowship, discipleship, and evangelism (the
“Purpose”).

Section 2

The Church shall not participate in political propaganda, and the Church shall not
establish, participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of
statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.
Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the Church shall not carry
on any other activities not permitted to be carried on by a corporation exempt
from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue
Law.

Section 3

This Church shall have, possess and exercise any and all of the rights, privileges
and powers now or hereafter conferred by the laws of the State of Indiana upon
corporations organized under the Indiana Not-For-Profit Corporation Act of 1971
(IC 1971, 23-7-1, 1-1-et seq.) and acts amendatory thereof or supplemental
thereto or otherwise available to corporations so organized.

ARTICLE III. STATEMENT OF FAITH

1. We believe in one God, eternally existing in three persons: Father, Son and
Holy Spirit; and these three are the same in substance, equal in power and

glory.



2. We believe in the Scriptures of the Old and the New Testaments as verbally
and plenary inspired by God and inerrant in the original writing, and that they
are of supreme and final authority in faith and life.

3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, and is true God and true man.

4. We believe that man was created in the image of God; that he sinned, and
thereby incurred, not only physical death but also that spiritual death which is
separation from God and that all human beings are born with a sinful nature,
and, in the case of those who reach moral responsibility, become sinners in
thought, word, and deed.

5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins; according to the
Scriptures, as a representative and substitutionary sacrifice; and that all who
believe in Him are justified on the ground of His shed blood.

6. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified body of our Lord, in His
ascension into Heaven, and in His present life there for us, as High Priest
and Advocate.

7. We believe in the deity and personality of the Holy Spirit, who convicts the
sinner, regenerates, indwells, enlightens and guides the believer.

8. We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord Jesus Christ are born again
by the Holy Spirit, and thereby become children of God.

9. We believe in the blessed hope, the personal and visible return of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ to reign.

10. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust; the
everlasting blessedness of the saved, and the everlasting punishment of the
lost.

ARTICLE IV. STATEMENT ON GENDER AND MARRIAGE

We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person male and
female. These two distinct, complementary genders together reflect the image
and nature of God. While we recognize the complexities that some may face
regarding their gender identity, we hold that embracing one's biological, genetic
sex is part of honoring God’s design.

We believe that the term “marriage” has only one meaning and that is marriage
sanctioned by God which joins one man and one woman in a single, exclusive
union, as delineated in Scripture. We believe that God intends sexual intimacy to
only occur between a man and a woman who are married to each other. We
believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in
outside of a marriage between a man and a woman.



ARTICLE V. MEMBERSHIP

Every born-again Christian is eligible to become a member of the Church.
Quialifications for membership are listed in the Code of By-Laws of Chinese
Christian Church of Fort Wayne (the “By-Laws”). Membership meetings are to be
conducted on a regular basis.

ARTICLE VI. CHURCH POWERS

The Church has the following powers:

a. Conduct normal financial transactions under the tax code.
b. Pay employees and pastor(s).

c. Support missionaries and mission organizations financially.

Provided however, the Church has no power to perform the following:
a. Commercial activities or activities for personal gain and interest.
b. Establish political belief.

ARTICLEVII. DEACON BOARD, ELDER BOARD, PASTORAL
STAFF, AND NON-PASTORAL CHURCH STAFF

Section 1. Deacon Board

The Deacon Board is in charge of executing the Church’s general administrative
activities. The procedures for the nomination and election of the Deacons, and
the removal of the Deacons from the office are detailed in the By-Laws.

Section 2. Elder Board

The Elder Board shall be the principal spiritual overseer of the Church.
Nominated & approved Pastors & Elder(s) elected by Church members constitute
the Elder Board. The Elder Board shall focus on directing Church growth and the
growth of the spiritual life of Church members. The Elder Board shall also
monitor the general administrative activities of the Church so that the activities
will not deviate from the Purpose of the Church. The procedures for the
nomination and election of the Elders, and the removal of the Elders from the
office are detailed in the By-Laws.

Section 3. Pastoral Staff

The number of Pastoral Staff members shall be determined by the Elder and
Deacon Board. The Pastoral Staff should focus on prayer, teaching, and
equipping Church members to be a part of the Body of Christ. The calling of the
Pastoral Staff, the duties and authorities of the Pastoral Staff, and the procedures
for the removal of the Pastoral Staff from office are detailed in the By-Laws.



Section 4. Non-Pastoral Church Staff

Based on the needs of Church activities and functions, the Church shall hire paid
Church Staff to execute such activities and functions. The qualifications and
requirements for Church Staff and the procedures for the hiring and the dismissal
of the Church Staff are detailed in the By-Laws.

ARTICLE VIIl. BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The governing body of the Church for the transaction of legal business shall be
known as the Board of Trustees. The Board of Trustees is to consist of at least
three (3) non-pastoral members. The procedures for the nomination and election
of the Board of Trustees are detailed in the By-Laws. The Board of Trustees shall
conduct all external legal affairs.

ARTICLE IX. PROPERTY

Section 1. Statement of Property
When the Church purchases a church building, detailed property location shall be
amended in this Section.

Section 2. Limitations

No part of any net earnings of the Church shall inure to the benefit of or be
distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except
that the Church shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable
compensation for services actually rendered and to make payments and
distributions in furtherance of the powers set forth in Article VI.

ARTICLE X. DISSOLUTION OF THE CHURCH

Upon dissolution of the Church, the Board of Trustees shall, after paying or
making provisions for the payment of all the liabilities of the Church, dispose of all
of the assets of the Church exclusively for the purposes of the Church in such
manner, or to such organization(s), whose purpose is consistent with the Purpose
of the Church, organized and operated exclusively for charitable, educational,
religious, or scientific purposes as shall at the time qualify as an exempt
organization or organizations under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal
Revenue Law), as the Board of Trustees shall determine. Any of such assets not
so disposed of shall be disposed of by the Circuit or Superior Court of the County
in which the principal office of the Church is then located, exclusively for such
purposes or to such organization(s), as said Court shall determine, which are
organized and operated exclusively for such purposes.



ARTICLE XI. BY-LAWS

Additional rules and codes are listed in detail in the By-Laws of the Church.

ARTICLE XIl.  AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

Amendments to the Articles of Incorporation of Chinese Christian Church of Fort
Wayne, Inc. (the “Constitution”) become effective when three-fourths of the active
voting members who are present at an officially called membership meeting have
passed such amendments. The procedures for amending the Constitution are
detailed in the By-Laws.

A vote to amend the Article Il entitled “Statement of Faith”
(1) must be voted on as a separate item from any other edits to the
Constitution or Bylaw, and
(2) must be approved by 90% of all active voting members, regardless of how
many are present at an officially called membership meeting.



